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June, 2008                 +           Priceless 

 

Special  Worship 
Mark your calendar today & don’t miss a single one of these special services: 

 

This  Month 
      
June 1st  Confirmation      

Join us at 10:25am       
to Confirm 10 of our    
young people in a very special 
celebration & ceremony…(Regular 
Service at 8am.) 

 
4:00pm Liddy Gerchman Barlow 
Ordination Service & Reception 

 
June 8th  Recognition Sunday 

As Church School & our 2007-2008 
program year draw to a close, we 
celebrate our kids, our teachers & 
others in a special service of worship 
at 10:25am, our last 10:25am 
Service. (Regular Service at 
8:00am). 

 
June 15th  10:00am Services Begin 

     We begin our new worship hours for  
every Sunday, all year, at 8:00am (in 
our Chapel) & 10:00am (in our 
Sanctuary).  Join us to kick them off.  
And it’s Father’s Day too. 

In  the  Fall 
 

September 7th  Rally Day 
     The start of a new tradition: an  
     outdoor worship service (our main  

service of the day) at 11:00am at 
Wheelock Park, followed by a 
church picnic and lots of fun, games 
& fellowship.  Watch for more 
details soon! 

 
Note:       Brief Communion Services will be  

     held at church at 8:00 & 10:00am for  
those unable to attend our outdoor 
worship. 

 
September 14th Church School Opens 

 
 

 
October 26th      Remembrance Sunday 

            Plan to join us for a very special  
service when we’ll dedicate our 
recent memorial gifts as well as our 
new hymnals & supplemental 
hymnals.  You don’t want to miss 
this extraordinary worship 
celebration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PEOPLE  &  PASSAGES 
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(Granddaughter of Marlene Hunt) 
 

 

 

     In the          Dolly Ash              

      Hospital     Marjorie Hudson    

          in                Mary Teeter          

       May             Dorothy Leighton   

                               Edith Noyes  
 

We Remember: 
 Cora M. Fuller 
 January 4, 1936—April 26, 2008 
We extend sympathy and prayers to all of Cora’s 
loved ones & friends. 

Thank You! 
From the family of Cora Fuller for all your cards, 
notes, visits & prayers during Cora’s illness. 
  

NOTES  FROM  HERE  &  THERE: 
         Our Senior Choir’s Message Through Music on 5/18 was Vivaldi’s Gloria.  It was fabulous!  Our thanks to Renea 
Waligora & Senior Choir for such a very special gift….Congratulations to Carl H. Allen, Jr. on his June Retirement from 
RCAP Solutions.  We wish him well….Ryan Rivera will travel to England, Wales & Ireland, this summer as a Student 
Ambassador in the People to People Student Ambassador Program….Congratulations to Sandie Phipps, who is moving to 
CA with her husband, Tom Casey, to become Executive Director of American Cetacean Society (whales & dophins)… We 
keep Eldora Hager & family in our prayers as they grieve the death of her son, Reginald Moore…and also to the family of 
Aldolphus Sherman who are grieving his death… 

.
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Stephen  Ministry  Revived 
Our Stephen Ministry Program will be revived this fall….At a meeting with Gordon Ellis & Ann 
Plumley, 12-15 Stephen Ministers & leaders decided to revive the program this fall.  Furthermore, 
they embraced the idea by Gordon & Ann to have a Stephen Ministry Coordinator  
trained this summer to coordinate our entire Stephen Ministry program with            
assistance from our Stephen Leaders & Ministers.  The coordinator, Cathy Jay,     
is trained in both psychotherapy & spiritual direction & has a private practice that   
blends the two.  Not a church employee, Cathy will be “hired” as a consultant.        

Funding?  
                  Some of Cathy’s remuneration can be bartered [such as training, use of facility for her  
                  practice, etc] but we do need to raise some funds for Stephen Ministry to ensure this  
                  vital program has a strong re-start and a solid foundation..  Would you like to help?   
                  Maybe in honor/memory of a loved one?  Please talk with Gordon Ellis or Ann Plumley. 
                  Thank you!  Stephen Ministry is a fabulous program that deserves our support. 

 

 
 

Baptisms 
 

 

Wedding 
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A   MESSAGE   FROM   ANN   PLUMLEY  
 

Dear Friends,                                                                                                                        
  

I won't be seeing you this summer nearly as much as last year - and it’s not because 
Gordon and Stacey are on board.  This summer I must enroll in Clinical Pastoral  
Education, an intensive, required course for my degree program.  I'll be spending each  
weekday from June 2 - August 15 at Brigham & Women's Hospital in Boston, learning the pastoral care skills 
that chaplains employ when they minister to patients, families & medical facility staff under stressful, confusing 
& painful circumstances.  I'm really looking forward to this, but I will miss you!  I'll be in Keene numerous 
times over the summer, officiating at several weddings & leading worship.  I'll also be in close touch with 
Gordon, Stacey & others as I spend substantial time planning some new, exciting programming for the fall.  
  

Speaking of which, here are some dates to save:  
 

- September 9, 16, 23, & 30; October 7 & 14 - we'll hold a series of Bible 102 sessions engaging in  
   some of the important questions of our Christian faith; 
  

- November 23 at 4pm, The Gospel of Mark Alive! will be performed in our sanctuary.  This is a story- 
   telling version of the oldest gospel, a fascinating & deeply moving experience of the good news much  
   like the earliest Christian converts heard it.  Options for children 8 & under will be provided, & we'll  
   have a fair-trade shopping opportunity along with refreshments & the chance to learn about Church 
   World Service following the performance.  Talk this up with your friends & neighbors - it's an  
   amazing experience!   Mark your calendars & plan on growing in faith and spirit this fall!  

 Blessings,  
Ann Plumley, Assistant Pastor 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

A   MESSAGE   FROM   GORDON   ELLIS 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Someone recently asked: What has surprised you since you first came to our church?   I 
responded that several things have surprised me in a very positive way.  One thing is how 
ready most people seem for the several changes I’ve initiated.  Some resist, of course;  
some always will.  That’s life in any large organization of people.  The vast majority, 
however, appear to be welcoming & embracing these changes.  Attendance at our new 

weekly 8:00am Chapel Communion service confirms this.  Another pleasant surprise has been the strength & 
quality of our lay leadership.  The same can be said about the strength, vitality & variety of our church’s 
mission work.  It’s all fabulous, and you are to be commended for these wonderful surprises! 
 

On the flip side, however, there is one not-so-positive surprise.  I guess I came to Keene with the mistaken 
assumption (maybe illusion) that people here would attend worship & Church School more regularly & steadily 
than in Connecticut.  So far, however, worship & Church School attendance in Keene has been far more 
sporadic & haphazard.  I guess I didn’t do my homework well enough, however, because statistics 
clearly show that New Hampshire & Vermont have among the poorest worship attendance figures in the nation. 
 

What’s my concern with sporadic attendance?  First, it adversely affects the spiritual formation of our children 
& youth, not to mention the operation of our Church School.  Kids can’t learn/absorb much if they’re here 1 
week & not the next 2, here 1 week & not the next 4, here 1 week & not the next 3.  Neither can we teach them 
much.  The promise parents make to God at a child’s baptism is to make sure their child comes regularly to 
church/Church School from early childhood through Confirmation.  I wonder why children’s spirits are less 
important to parents than their bodies and minds, which parents work very hard to nurture.  After all, like all 
human beings, a child is spirit, mind & body, and all 3 need proper nourishment & care for healthy living.  SO, 
why does a sports team win out every time over coming to Church School on a Sunday morning?  I wonder….   
 

My second concern is that the same is true for our adult spiritual formation when we don’t participate regularly 
in worship.  Worship is the most important thing we do as Christians &  as a church.  Christianity, after all, is a 
community religion.  It always has been, ever since Jesus gathered His disciples & they traveled together, ever 
since Jesus sent His disciples out in pairs, & ever since Jesus’ disciples began founding churches.  I firmly 
disagree with those who say: I can be just as good a Christian by doing my praying in the woods, at the lake, or 
on a Habitat worksite.  Not true!  You can be a wonderful person, but you can’t be a Christian!  Christianity is a 
community religion, & we all need the continual nourishment & support that the church provides.  Moreover, 
people keep warning me: Wait ‘til the summer!  You won’t know the place!  We lose most of our congregation 
for the summer!  Well, I hope & pray that’s not true.  We need the church & the church needs us for health, 
vitality & fullness of life.  SO, I look forward to seeing you in church this Sunday & every Sunday!  And bring 
friends!  And if you have suggestions of how we can make worship & Church School more relevant, enjoyable, 
meaningful, strong & alive, please just say the word.  THANKS!  And may God bless you and yours! 
 

With love, 
Gordon Ellis, Senior Minister 

 

 



 

�

Adult  Programs  for  Fall 
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Hymns for a Pilgrim People 
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Hymns for a Pilgrim People 
Order form   

I would like to purchase ___________copies of the hymnal/supplement at $30.00 each. 
 

Please include a special bookplate with my order: 
 

Gift of  _________________________________ 
 

In Memory of _________________________       In Honor of _____________________________ 
 

(Your special message)_________________________________________ 
  
Name__________________________________                Amount Enclosed____________ 
 

Payment in the form of checks should be made out to The United Church of Christ in Keene.  
Please write Hymnal in the memo line. 

Mail or bring to: 
The United Church of Christ 

23 Central Square 



Keene, NH 03431 

Our  Church’s  Wider  Mission 
2 
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                             Mission Action 
                                    Board 
                                     2008 
                                   Grants 
UCC Myanmar Cyclone Fund $1000  
Keene Community Kitchen          $1000 
KSC Campus Ministry                  $1000 
MAPS Counseling Center            $500  
Keene Samaritans                         $500  
Village Poultry Project                 $500  
Back Bay Mission                        $500  
SERVV – Kenya Family Rebuild  $250  
Andover Newton Seminary           $250  
Bangor Theological Seminary       $250  
NH Red Cross - West Chapter    $250  
Cheshire Housing Trust               $200  
The Mayhew Program                $200  
Many Options Summer Camp     $200  
Seafarer’s Friend                         $100  

 
Thanks for making these possible!  
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                    Sunday  Adult  Study Group 
                  will continue meeting at the usual  
                       time 9 am in room 202 but will  
                       end at 9:50 beginning June 15 to 
allow for transition to the new 10 am worship 
time.  At that time we also will be switching 
from the lectionary to a summer reading to be 
chosen.  Please keep an eye out for the 
announcement of the book title in later church 
messages in the bulletin and newsletter.    
                              ……… Rose Kundanis 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now available from Gordon on loan 
For  the  Bible  Tells  Me  So 

 
A new DVD on the Bible & 
homosexuality through the experience of 
5 American families, including NH 
Episcopal Bishop, Gene Robinson & 
former House Majority Leader, Richard 
Gephardt. 

See Gordon 
 

 
 ����
 

                   10:00am! 
         
                           That’s the new time for Morning Worship in our  
       sanctuary each & every Sunday year-round,  
                           beginning June 15.  
Voted by our Diaconate & supported by our CE Committee, Church 
School teachers, choir, bell choirs, Sunday Morning Study Group, Radio 
Ministry, WKBK, & staff, this change will allow us to offer children’s choir 
& other programs on Sunday mornings.  Don’t miss worship a single 
week!  It’s the most important thing we do! 
 

Our  New  Worship  Hours  Starting  June  15 
 

are 8:00am & 10:00am every Sunday all year! 
Live Radio Broadcast 10:00am each Sunday… 

 
 
 
Hike  to  the  Minister’s  Woodlot  Wed.,  June 4th  
Meet at the Recreation Center on Washington St. at 9:00am for car pooling.  The Cheshire Walkers will 
conduct this hike to the 60 acre plot set aside in 1787 by the town of Keene for the use of the Town Minister 
(Rev. Aaron Hall) for his firewood supply.  For other information, call Bill Schenck at 352-6968. 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


